
Recreation Demand



Data Sources

• National Survey on Recreation and the Environment (NSRE). An Interagency 
National Survey Consortium, Coordinated by the USDA Forest Service, 
Recreation, Wilderness, and Demographics Trends Research Group, Athens, 
GA and the Human Dimensions Research Laboratory, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, TN. 

• Outdoor  Foundation: The Outdoor Foundation focuses its efforts on three core 
areas:  ground-breaking research, youth empowerment and broad-based 
outreach and education





74 Different Recreation Uses collected in 
Wisconsin from 2005-2009

Sample size = 718



Demographic Snapshot
Who is the Average Outdoor 

Wisconsin Recreationist?



87.7 percent of Wisconsin residents participated in 
outdoor recreation



50.7 percent of outdoor participants are female



53.4 percent are over the age of 45



73.1 percent are metro area residents



62 percent of outdoor participants travel one hour or less 
to participate in outdoor recreation.







Participation Snapshot



Top 10 Outdoor Recreation Activities  
2005 - 2009

50.6Sightseeing
52.4View/photograph wildflowers, trees, etc
52.8Driving for pleasure
57.9View/photograph other wildlife
63.5Visit nature centers, etc.
63.5Family gathering outside
65.0Attend outdoor sports events
65.3View/photograph natural scenery
65.4Gardening or landscaping for pleasure
87.7Walk for pleasure
%Activity





6 Categories

• Nature Based Land Activities

• Developed Setting Activities

• Water Based Activities

• Snow and Ice Based Activities

• Viewing / Learning Activities

• Outdoor Sports Activities



89119.8Off-highway vehicle driving
99922.2Hunting (any type)

1,14325.4Developed camping
1,38230.7Mountain biking
1,51733.7Visit a wilderness or primitive area
1,65236.7Day hiking

Number of participants 
(1,000s) Percent participatingActivity

NATURE-BASED LAND ACTIVITIES



Day Hiker

• 59% Female

• Four Year College Degree

• Annual income > $50,000 

• Metro Resident



Off Highway Vehicle 
Driving

• 53% Male

• Two Year College Degree

• Annual income < $50,000

• Metro Resident



Hispanic Trends

Wisconsin experienced a modest population growth of 6% 
over the last decade that was driven largely by a 74% 
increase in the Hispanic population, according to U.S. 

Census Bureau figures….. 



Top Hispanic Outdoor Recreation 
Activities  2005 - 2009

• Snowmobiling

• Mountain Biking

• Snowboarding

• Handball

• Visit Historic Sites



Trends Snapshot



Increases in Outdoor Participation 
1994-2009

111.6Snowboarding
111.8Golf
122.7Use personal watercraft
130.6Rock climbing
179.9Horseback riding
201.7Football
332.0Surfing
604.7Kayaking
715.2Soccer outdoors
993.3Handball, etc. outdoors

%



1Surfing
2.7Mountain climbing
3.7Snowboarding
6.5Use personal watercraft
7.3Kayaking
8.7Horseback riding

18.9Football
23.5Handball, etc. outdoors
32.4Soccer outdoors
41.8Golf

Increases in Outdoor Participation 
2005-2009

%



-86.4Inline skating
-59.5Baseball
-42.9Softball
-28.9Caving
-26.1Snowshoeing
-20.7Downhill skiing
-12.1Horseback riding on trails
-10.1Primitive camping

-8.0Windsurfing
-7.6Swimming in an outdoor pool

Decreases in Outdoor Participation 
1994-2009

%







Connection to Other SCORP Elements


